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they do all they can—illegally in many 
cases—to keep our products out. 

Now is the time to stand for Amer-
ican workers, to stand for suppliers in 
Dayton who provide aluminum and 
zinc for casting, workers in Defiance, 
OH, who specialize in heavy-gauge steel 
for our domestic automobile industry. 
That is why the President’s decision, 
the United States Trade Representa-
tive’s decision, aimed at defending 
American jobs was so important. We 
know what rescuing the auto industry 
meant for us. It was not only about 
preventing crises, but it could have 
been an economic depression, espe-
cially in the industrial Midwest. Hun-
dreds of thousands of Ohioans depend 
on the auto industry: workers, sup-
pliers, manufacturers, drivers, truck-
ers, sales representatives, dealerships. 

For those of us in Congress who sup-
ported rescuing the auto industry, 
doing so meant standing for the hun-
dreds of thousands of Ohioans and hun-
dreds and hundreds of thousands of 
Americans, as much as it was about 
supporting the Big Three. 

Today the domestic auto industry is 
back on course. GM is the leading car 
company in the world. It is earning sig-
nificant profits. As I said, plants in To-
ledo and Lordstown and Defiance are 
hiring workers. Honda, Chrysler, Ford, 
GM, have all announced those various 
multimillion dollar investments in 
Ohio alone, not to mention many other 
States I named earlier. 

We have to continue making the in-
vestments in manufacturing that mat-
ter for our recovery and our economic 
competitiveness. I was just on a con-
ference call with rural housing advo-
cates in Ohio. We know historically in 
this country what leads us out of de-
pression: manufacturing and housing. 
We are doing significantly better in 
manufacturing. Remember earlier in 
my short little talk, that we lost 5 mil-
lion manufacturing jobs from 2000 to 
2010. We have gained 500,000 since then, 
including in Ohio almost every single 
month over the last 30 months or so. 
Manufacturing is doing its part to pull 
us out of this recession. We have got to 
do better in housing. That is a subject 
for another discussion. But the manu-
facturing part is so important. 

One place we must remain vigilant is 
the enforcement of trade laws. That is 
what the President is doing. We know 
that enforcing trade law is not just 
right for manufacturing, it is right for 
job creation. The International Trade 
Commission’s ruling in December 2009 
led to a broader measure on imports to 
support domestic producers of steel 
pipe, such as V&M Star Steel in 
Youngstown. By addressing illegal Chi-
nese trade practices, this decision 
helped increase demand for domestic 
production. It played a significant role 
in V&M Star’s decision to do some-
thing that people did not expect would 
happen anytime soon. V&M Star Steel 
made a decision to build a new $650 
million seamless pipe mill in Youngs-
town, OH, bringing, I believe, about 

1,000 building trades jobs, building the 
structure of the plant, and now several 
hundred jobs as they begin produc-
tion—a new steel plant in Youngstown, 
OH, one of the major steel-producing 
centers in the country that had come 
on hard times, particularly in steel; a 
new steel mile in Youngstown, OH, be-
cause the President of the United 
States, because the International 
Trade Commission, because the Depart-
ment of Commerce, because Congress 
pushed for it, actually enforced trade 
rules, and look what happened. So 
trade enforcement matters. 

We also need to be vigilant in cur-
rency manipulation. Our trade deficit 
in auto parts with China grew from 
about $1 billion 10 years ago to almost 
$10 billion today. These massive illegal 
subsidies the Chinese are engaging in 
are worsened by indirect predatory 
subsidies such as currency manipula-
tion. That is why my legislation, the 
Currency Exchange and Oversight Re-
form Act, the largest bipartisan jobs 
bill that has passed the Senate in the 
last 2 years, is so important. It got 
more than 70 votes in the Senate. Both 
parties supported it. The House of Rep-
resentatives had passed a similar meas-
ure one other time. Now we are simply 
asking Speaker BOEHNER to schedule 
this bill for a vote. If it is scheduled for 
a vote, if the House votes on it, they 
will pass it, I would predict, with at 
least 300 votes, because large numbers 
of Members of both parties want to see 
the House of Representatives move. 
They voted for it before. We need 
Speaker BOEHNER to actually bring it 
to a vote. 

It means standing for American jobs 
when China cheats. Without aggressive 
enforcement of trade laws, this unlevel 
playing field will cost hundreds of 
thousands of American jobs. It is born 
from the realization that stakes are 
too high for our workers, our manufac-
turers, our economy if we do not fight 
back. We need an all-hands-on-deck ap-
proach, at the U.S. Trade Rep, at the 
Department of State, at the Depart-
ment of Commerce, to be involved and 
more aggressive, especially by initi-
ating more trade actions. 

We know our trade actions stabilized 
the auto industry. We know enforce-
ment of trade law translates into steel 
jobs and paper jobs and tire jobs and 
other jobs. We know it is time to con-
tinue fighting for and investing in 
American manufacturing. 

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BEN-
NET). The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-

ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT JAMES SKALBERG, JR. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 

today I wish to pay tribute to SGT 
James Skalberg, Jr., who made the ul-
timate sacrifice on June 27, in Wardak 
Province, Afghanistan. James was driv-
ing his vehicle when an improvised ex-
plosive device detonated, injuring him 
fatally. My thoughts and prayers go 
out to his wife, Jessica, his son, Carter, 
his parents, James and Kelli, and all 
his other family and friends who are 
grieving his loss. 

Sergeant Skalberg grew up an ath-
lete. He graduated from Nishna Valley 
High School in Hastings, IA in 2005, and 
enlisted in the Army in 2007. James de-
ployed to Iraq with his unit in 2008 
through 2009 and deployed again to Af-
ghanistan in 2011. His awards and deco-
rations include the Bronze Star Medal, 
Purple Heart, Army Commendation 
Medal, Army Achievement Medal, 
Army Service Ribbon, Overseas Service 
Ribbon, Driver’s Badge, Air Assault 
Badge, and Combat Action Badge. 

James is remembered by his family 
as having been loved by everyone for 
being a gentleman in every respect. He 
was remembered by teachers and 
coaches as a star player and caring stu-
dent. He was carefree, easy going, reli-
able, levelheaded, and loving. He was a 
family man who loved his wife since 
they met as teenagers in high school, 
and his son, Carter, whom he hoped to 
one day teach to play basketball. 

James was the kind of man we can be 
proud to call a native son of Iowa. He 
stood as an example to others in his ac-
tions and his character. We owe SGT 
James Skalberg, and others like him, 
our most sincere gratitude and appre-
ciation for their willingness to make 
the ultimate sacrifice for our great 
country. I call on my colleagues in the 
Senate and every American to pay trib-
ute to this brave American. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NORTH CAROLINA 
AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor six brave airmen with 
the North Carolina Air National Guard 
who died or were seriously injured 
while fighting South Dakota’s White 
Draw Fire. 

Lt. Col. Paul Mikeal, Maj. Joseph 
McCormick, Maj. Ryan David, and Sen-
ior Master Sgt. Robert Cannon were 
killed July 1 when their C–130 fire-
fighting plane crashed near Edgemont, 
SD, as they battled a large forest fire 
in the Black Hills. Two crewmembers 
survived the crash but were left in crit-
ical condition. 

Men and women in our armed forces 
put their lives on the line every day for 
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